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Self-help project ending slave quarter slums
By LUCIEN SALVANT
A new idea in self-help is bringing fresh hope and a breath 
of prosperity to farm workers in St. John the Baptist civil 
parish.
The new idea is self-help housing which enables low- 
income farm workers to build, buy, and own their own homes 
through loans and assistance provided by the federal govern­
ment.
Many of those who have risen from the poverty and squalor 
of plantation slave quarters have found new lives for them­
selves, beyond that of a new environment. Along with new 
homes, they have found new jobs, new attitudes and new to­
morrows. They also serve as examples to those who want a 
better way of life.
The current program of self-help housing allows for 50 
homes to be built by future owners in St. John and nearby 
parishes. These houses will replace the tumbledown slave 
shacks which house, but barely shelter, the sugar plantation 
workers in the area.
ALREADY, TEN HOUSES have been built and occupied in 
Edgard and ten more will be completed shortly in Reserve. 
Frank Lapeyrolerie, coordinator for the self-help project and 
secretary-treasurer of the Agricultural and Allied Workers 
Union No. 300, AFL-CIO, said that 500 homes might take care of 
the needs of the farm workers in a five-parish area.
“There are 27 self-help housing projects going on in rural 
areas nationwide,” explained Lapeyrolerie. “But so far, in this 
state, the only self-help housing is in this area. I’d like to 
expand it.”
It was largely through the efforts of men like Lapeyrolerie 
that self-help housing has become a reality. Father Louis J. 
Twomey, S.J., director of the Human Relations department of 
Loyola university, and H. L. Mitchell, national representative 
of the Agricultural and Allied Workers union, have also con­
tributed valuable time and valiant effort to the project.
Earl J. Ory, county supervisor of the Farmers’ Home Ad­
ministration which covers a five-parish area out of Gretna, 
explained the project’s operation. “Frank Lapeyrolerie organ­
ized the workers into associations of ten men each. We found 
that a group of six to ten was easiest to work with. The federal 
government hired Paul Richard as a construction supervisor 
to shnw these men. who are lareelv unskilled. hOW to
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people to believe that they’ve got a new life, so we try to find a 
new environment for them, as far away as possible from their 
old shacks and the plantation.”
Just how well the scheme is working out can be seen in 
the faces and attitudes of the new home owners in Edgard. 
Though they paid no rent for their old “Uncle Tom” shacks, 
they don’t mind the additional financial burden. In fact, they 
view it as a dream come true rather than a burden.
“In the old house,” said Mrs. Raymond Lumas, mother of 
eight, “there was no running water, no bathtub, no nothing. It 
was full of holes and filled with roaches and rats.”
ANOTHER MOTHER said that her family of ten had to live 
in one room, boys and girls alike. “There was no privacy,” she 
said. “And they couldn’t study because the little ones were al­
ways in the way ”
Pointing out an advantage that most people take for grant­
ed, Paul Rainey said, “Now we don’t have to get up at night 
and move furniture around when it rains.”
One of the more dramatic stories to come out of Edgard is 
that of Herman Mitchell. He symbolizes a new awakening that 
has gripped some of the men. Mitchell used to work 12 hours 
a day at a sugar mill, but that now is a thing of the past.
“I used to carry 100-pound bags of sugar for 12 hours every 
day,” said Mitchell. “It was hard work, very hard work. In the 
evenings and weekends I had to go across the river to cut grass
EACH MAN IN the ten-man group in Edgard worked a 
nine-hour day every week at $1.40 an hour until all the houses 
were finished, Ory said. “They earned a $1,000 equity on their 
future homes through their own labor These houses were built 
at a cost of $6,500, lots included, and have been appraised by 
the Federal Housing Authority and Veterans’ Administration at 
$9,000 each. They will cost the owners only $5,600.”
The Farmers’ Home Administration secured the loans for 
the owners; payments will amount to approximately $31 per 
month and each man has up to 33 years to pay off his loan.
The new homes in Edgard, like those under construction 
in Reserve, are modest. Each of ten houses has three bedrooms, 
a bath, kitchen, utility room, and combination living-dining 
room. They are of frame construction from pre-cut sections 
and fully insulated.
Paul Richard, the construction supervisor, pointed out that 
the inside walls are of pre-finished lauan wood-paneling; the 
outside walls are tempered masonite with half-inch hardboard 
behind it. “The homes are equipped with 75,000-BTU ductless 
forced heating, thermostat and attic fan,” said Richard.
IN EDGARD, construction was begun in May, 1967, and the 
houses were ready for occupancy in September. The houses in 
Reserve will be ready in a few weeks.
“We’ve already organized the third group,” said Lapeyro- 
lerie. “They will go up in Edgard next to the first group. We’ll 
start work on them as soon as the ones in Reserve are finished. 
The fourth group will also be built in Reserve.”
Another feature of the self-help housing project is the lo­
cation of the ten-group communities. “We try to get land away 
from the plantation,” explained Lapeyrolerie. “We want these
ing program. This old man has lived here for more
ENTUALLY THIS line of tumbled-down slave shacks programs, are now rushing to join the self-help hous- 
sugar plantation will be replaced by new homes.
me of the dwellers, at first skeptical of government than 40 years.
w«. vwvz »■»vcixo uciuic i muvcu hi ncic, i ljuu. my joo at me 
mill, and I got a job at Avondale as a janitor Now I only work 
eight hours a day and I make twice as much money. -And I’m 
not tired like I used to be.
“THIS WAS THE best thing that happened to me and I’m 
happy I took advantage of it. I know what it’s all about now. I 
sure can see my way clear now ”
Like a growing number of others, Mitchell no longer feels 
satisfied with the old way of life and work on the sugar plan­
tation. A piece of land and a home to call his own makes a big 
difference.
“I didn’t have to pay rent on that old house,” he said, “but 
this place is mine and nobody can kick me off if I miss a day’s 
work. Only the government can kick me off if I don’t pay.”
At first, many of these people were skeptical about the 
project. Some, who had lived in rural slums for 50 years, wait­
ed for others like Herman Mitchell and Paul Rainey to take the 
first step. They are not so skeptical now The list of those who 
want to build their own homes is growing fast.
ONE MAN, who is a member of the fourth ten-man group 
who will build his home in Reserve, is no longer doubtful about 
this government project.
“Most of them, just like me, have lived in this slum all their 
lives,” he said. “A lot of them don’t have no get-up to even fix 
a window pane when it falls out. But not me. I’m getting out of 
this.
“This housing thing is a great deal. An opportunity like this 
don’t happen everyday I’m happy about it and I’m going to 
take advantage of it, too. And if some of these people who ain’t 
got no get-up ain’t happy with this deal, I say they’d better get 
happy ”
FOR HERMAN MITCHELL of Edgard, La., a new home 
has meant a new philosophy and new job. Mitchell 
explains that now he can “see his way clear” and
Staff Photos by 
Frank Methe
WITH ADVICE from a construction supervisor, future 
home owners in the Reserve, La., self-help housing 
area do work on their own homes and gain $1,000
thinks more of the future than of the past. Many are 
following his example and leaving the plantations to 
seek better paying jobs.
equity for their labor. The current program of self-help 
housing in the Reserve-Edgard area calls for 50 
houses to be built by prospective owners.
“ALL THIS CAN BE CHANGED,” EXPLAINS FRANK LAPEYROLERIE, AREA SELF-HELP COORDINATOR 
oto i ou n----rt ----- i~vz * •'
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WANTED: 
A IVIDM 
OR DAD
THE HOLY FATHER’S MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH
You are needed to act as a Mom or Dad to 
an orphan in the Holy Land, Ethiopia, or India. 
The cost is very little. The satisfaction is great. 
More than half of the 1,400,000 refugees in the 
Holy Land are boys and girls. A great many are 
orphans. Some barely exist by begging for milk, 
food, clothing. Others are in the Holy Father’s 
care — supported by the generous friends of 
GIVE Near East Missions . You can ‘adopt’ one of 
A these children and guarantee him (or her) three 
CHILD meals a day, a warm bed, love and companion- 
A ship and preparation to earn his own living. An 
HOME orphan’s support costs only $10 a month . . .
$120 a year Send us the first month’s support 
and we will send your ‘adopted’ child’s photo. 
You can write to him or her. The Sister who 
cares for your child will write to you, if the child 
cannot write yet. A close bond of love will 
develop. Please send the coupon with your of­
fering today
FREE
IF
YOU ASK
WILL
POWER
Dear
Monsignor Nolan:
Please 
return coupon 
with your 
offering
Like to know more about the Holy Father’s mis­
sion aid to the Oriental Church? Ask for Booklet 
B, an interesting, colorful portrait of a little 
known world.
It’s never too late to remember children in your 
will. The Holy Father knows where children are 
the neediest. Simply tell your lawyer our legal 
title: Catholic Near East Welfare Association. 
© A?
ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND $
FOR____________________________________________________
NAME__________________________________________________
ST R E ET________________________________________________
CITY STATE ZIP CODE
THE CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION
NEAR EAST 
MISSIONS
MSGR. JOHN G. NOLAN, National Secretary
CiTum in M *• . r» C \A/ri r>*r»c
STEEPLES and SYNAGOGUES ^0/™
United Easter service
Dance and folk-singing will be a part of the United Easter 
Dawn service sponsored by the Manhattan division, Protestant 
council of the city of New York, for the first time, April 14.
The public service, which will be held in Radio City Music 
hall, will feature a “Hallelujah chorus” danced by Alonso Castro 
and Judy Kronin and sung by the All City high school chorus and 
Hope College choir.
The Rev. David A. Giles, pastor of Metropolitan Duane 
Methodist church and chairman of the celebration, said that the 
event would put a strong emphasis on youth, and would also 
include a performance by folk-singer Bob Edwin.
Some 600 churches in the city will participate in the event.
♦ * ♦
A 19-YEAR-OLD Minnesota soldier critically wounded in 
Vietnam probably owes his life in part to a “flood of letters and 
prayers” from his home town.
Chaplain (Maj.) Donald J. Ostroot, formerly of Pequot 
Lakes, Minn., told newsmen in Minneapolis of the “miraculous 
recovery” of Pvt. John Hovde, Fertile, Minn.
Pvt. Hovde, driver of an armored personnel carrier in 
“lead sweeps,” was struck by Viet Cong mortar fire in January. 
His right leg and right arm were blown off, his left leg and left 
arm were broken, and he sustained grave internal injuries.
In the hospital he developed internal infection. When Pvt. 
Hovde’s temperature rose to 107 “it didn’t look like he was going 
to make it,” the chaplain said, but the young GI didn’t give up.
The doctor and nurses worked with the youth and Chaplain 
Ostroot fed him and read him his mail — as many as 45 letters 
a day from members of Concordia Lutheran church, Fertile.
When the hospital came under attack in late January, Pvt. 
Hovde was taken to Tan Son Nhut, an evacuation point. When 
that area was besieged, the chaplain said, Pvt. Hovde was 
given an M-16 rifle with instructions to defend himself. He was 
later evacuated from Tan Son Nhut and taken to Japan.
* * *
THE OFFICIAL publication of the Soviet Ministry of Culture 
has called for “severe punishment” against leaders of a collec­
tive farm who tore down three 12th-century church buildings 
to make way for a pig sty.
Sovetskaya Kultura, the ministry’s journal, expressed sharp 
criticism of the demolition of the buildings — not because they 
had been churches but because of their architectural value as 
ancient structures.
The paper said the three buildings were in the old village of 
Boris Gleb and formed an “architectural ensemble unmatched 
in Central Russia.”
Officials of the collective farm received permission from 
local government authorities to tear down the buildings and use 
their materials and space to start a pig breeding program.
Commented the ministry’s cultural journal: “Perhaps we 
ought to have them (farm operators) whipped on the ruins to 
make sure such things do not happen again.”
* * *
THE STRANGEST church-built sanctuary in the world is 
found in the Granite Mountain records vault, 18 miles southeast 
of Salt Lake City, Utah.
It was built by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints (Mormon) to provide safe storage for genealogical rec­
ords from all parts of the world maintained by the Church.
Its 65,000 square feet of floor space includes six 200-foot-long 
storage rooms and a central corridor penetrating 650 feet into 
the middle of the mountain.
So far, only one of the vast storage vaults is just about half 
full of microfilm, 470,000 rolls of it stored in banks of green 
cabinets reaching to the 15-foot high ceiling. Each roll contains 
about 2,000 pages of records, about 940 million pages altogether.
But that’s just half of the capacity of one storage chamber. 
There are 5 others still empty It may take 125 years to fill all 
the vaults, Mormons say.
* ♦ *
FACSIMILES OF the first Bible printed in America have
By M. J. MURRAY
been issued in New York by the American Bible society and the 
Arno press. They are a one-volume edition of the Aitken Bible — 
or Bible of the Revolution. A two-volume leather bound set was 
expected off the press soon.
The Aitken Bible is the only Bible ever authorized by Con­
gress in the history of the United States. It was printed in Phila­
delphia, beginning on Sept. 25, 1782, by Robert Aitken, who emi­
grated from Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1769.
In 1777, Aitken published a New Testament a few months 
before Philadelphia fell into the hands of the British. He asked 
Congress in 1881 to commission him “to print and vend” the 
Bible. Prior to the Revolution it had not been legal to print the 
King James Version in the American colonies.
Congress responded by recommending the Aitken edition 
“to the inhabitants of the United States, and hereby authorize 
him to publish this recommendation in the manner he shall 
think proper.”
BEST OF TWO WORLDS
religious men and
Witness of religious
By REV. GILBERT ROXBURGH, O.P.
Last week we talked about a central idea of the religious 
life of nuns, priests, and Brothers, as currently understood: the 
religious community is a kind of reminder to the rest of the 
Christian group of certain spiritual truths already being lived 
by the group. In a special way, the religious life bears witness 
to certain values implicit in the death and resurrection of Christ. 
We were discussing how religious orders might be signifying 
in their life and activities the suffering and death of Jesus.
Chastity, for example, as it is lived by religious, should be 
a sign of universal love for all. The life of 
women, among themselves as communities, 
and with others outside the communities, 
ought to be a living sign of human affec­
tion and regard.
ANY TENDENCY to retreat continual­
ly into one’s own religious house or cloister 
could perhaps be construed as love for the 
religious community within. It might, how­
ever, also be construed as indifference to 
those outside in the non-religious-communi­
ty. In the past, contact between the reli­
gious Sister or monk has been discouraged 
by custom and regulation, except when it 
concerns directly professional association.
Many religious orders can testify that 
in the past — and even, apparently, today 
as well — personal or social relationships 
with members of other orders or with the 
laity have been frowned upon. Perhaps it 
is this that contributes to the image of the 
priest or nun, as often described by outsiders, as distant, haugh­
ty, without “feelings.” Perhaps chastity as a “witness” should 
move more of our religious houses to open their doors on occa­
sion in a social way to friends and those the religious work with 
in the apostolate.
Undoubtedly, too, relationships between members within 
the same community ought to be fostered, not only for the pub­
lic image we have been talking about, but for the preservation 
of sound mental health among the religious themselves. The 
now outmoded convictions that friendships among religious are 
undesirable still casts its shadow. The better view is that every­
one must love and receive love back. The public vow of chastity 
means that the sexual expression of love is sublimated, takes 
on forms of universal Christian regard but finds tangible ex­
istence in community relationships.
FR. ROXBURGH
s TRANGE BUT TRULittl.-K nown Facts for Catholics
Copyright, 1968, N.C.W.C. News
A MARQLE FROG reposes in a 
holywater Stoop in the ancient » r
GOTHIC CHURCH OF ST PAUL AT NA RBONNE, FRANCE. I 
ACCORDING TO LEGEND THE FROG TRIED TO MINGLE 
ITS OWN UNCOUTH MUSIC WITH THAT OF THE REGULAR . 
MUSICIANS DURING A HIGH MASS. FOR ITS HteSUMPTlON\^™* 
IT WAS TURNED TO STONE AND LEFT /N THE BASIN.
THE 19™ CENTURY BRITISH <-----
CARDINAL MANMNQ formed a band 
OF TFMPERANCE "GUARDS* TO FIGHT EXCESS!VE j 
DRINKING AMONQ THE POOR AND EVEN , J 
OBTAINED A SPECIAL INDULGENCE FROM J
ROME FOR ANY IRISHMAN WHO DID
WT ENTER A BAR ON MARCH 17 
sr fiATRickrPAY/
r CHI RHO : 
IS THE EARLIEST MONOGRAM 
[OF CHRIST BOTH IH THE 
I EASTERN b VESTED . 
1 churches. itwa$: 
1 ! 
I BY OONSTAMTW I hlA____ AD. 313.
CANSIGNORIO ScfiLKMRl,-------
MEDIEVAL LORD OF VERONA 
ITALY, RECEIVED POSTHUMOUS 
FORGIVENESS FDR HIS SINS 
CERTAIN OFFENCES INVOLVING 
CHURCH PROPERTY CAME TO LIGHT 
AFTER HIS DEATH, AND THE BISHOP 
of Verona solemnly pronounced 
ABSOLUTION OVER HIS TOMB.
Q. My husband is not Catholic but signed the necessary 
papers so we were able to be married by a priest. Now that we 
have children he refuses to bring them up in the Catholic faith. 
Our first he reluctantly allowed to be baptized, but in the case 
of the second he flatly refused. I had it done without his knowl­
edge. He will not let me take them to church. He threatens to 
leave me if I bring them up Catholic. Where does my obligation 
lie: With my husband or with my children?
A. There is no either/or answer to this one. Your children 
need a father; so your obligation to them includes an obligation 
to keep your family together if at all possible.
There is no entirely satisfactory answer to the problem of 
the religious upbringing of children in a mixed marriage in 
which both husband and wife have strong religious convictions. 
If the children are brought up in the wife’s faith, the husband’s 
religious sensibilities will be offended. If they are reared in the 
husband’s faith, the wife will be forced to live with a troubled 
conscience. If they are allowed to grow up without any connec­
tion with a church, both partners will feel 
that they are shirking a very important 
duty.
Although many mixed marriages have 
succeeded because of much good will and 
self-sacrifice on the part of both partners, 
there is a very real risk in this kind of 
marriage that the whole tragic situation 
of a divided Christianity will be transferred 
into the home and especially into the chil­
dren of that home. The religious dilemma 
is particularly agonizing in the case of a 
person like yourself who is forced to choose
